
ACCOLADEWILSON HALL  |  APRIL 2020       
THE 

Jones Named
Carson Scholar

Breland Jones ‘21 was selected as a 2020 Carson
Scholar and will receive a $1,000 scholarship award
that will be invested for her college education. Es-
tablished by Dr. and Mrs. Ben Carson, The Carson
Scholars Program awards students who have em-
braced high levels of academic excellence and com-
munity service. Breland and her family have been
invited to the Carson Scholars Fund’s Awards Ban-
quet in Baltimore, Maryland, in May.

Blum Wins
Essay Contest
Wilson Hall students were well-recog-
nized in the annual Myrtis Osteen History
Essay Contest and received prizes total-
ing $1,500. Alex Blum ’20 won the high-
est award, a $1,000 scholarship, in the
contest which was open to all Sumter
County high school students who were
asked to submit an essay with the theme
“The Value of History to Me.” 

The following students placed in the
competition: 3rd place –  Waverly McIver
‘20, 4th  place – Madi Smith ‘22, and 5th
place – Kirti Reddy ‘23. Mr. Tom O’Hare,
a history teacher, coordinated the essays
on behalf of the school. 

The students were introduced and read their essays during the Sunday Student Recog-
nition Program at Sumter County Museum’s Heritage Education Center. With the pur-
pose of encouraging history in the Sumter area, the competition is sponsored by
Beauregard Camp of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, Sumter County Historical Com-
mission and Sumter County Historical Society.

Alex Blum ‘20

Breland Jones ‘21

Members of the Class of ‘34 celebrate Dr. Seuss Week: Elias Escatel, Grace Locklear, Joshua Hill, Variah Alexander & Ayden Burleson.



JuniorClassRetreat
As part of the curriculum, the members of the
Junior Class attended the 15th annual Junior
Class Retreat at the Kanuga Conference Center
in Hendersonville, North Carolina, March 1-3.
Coordinated by Mrs. Laura Barr and Mr. Glen
Rector, the retreat provided rising seniors with
a “beyond the classroom walls” experience
with a focus on loyalty, leadership and legacy.

The retreat included group activities, struc-
tured discussions, and opportunities for enjoy-
ing the facilities of the conference center
located in the mountains of North Carolina. Ac-
tivities included an obstacle course operated by
the Mountain Trail Outdoor School, team-
building exercises, and cooperation games.

Dr. Milt Lowder ‘90, a licensed counseling psy-
chologist in Greenville, delivered the keynote
speech with the topic of “Defining Success.”
There were also presentations given by Mr.
Fred Moulton, Headmaster, as well as from
some of the dozen faculty members who at-
tended the retreat.

Every member of the Class of 2021 had the op-
portunity to enjoy the significant benefits of a
time set apart for community building and in-
dividual character development in a way that
will not only benefit each student individually,
but continue Wilson Hall’s strong tradition of
effective preparation for college and beyond.

Gavyn Mathes,
Wade Payne & Gra-
ham VanPatten,
Class of ‘21, partici-
pate in the Got Your
Back activity during
the class retreat. For
this activity, each
student writes one
positive comment
on a piece of paper
attached to the back
of classmates. 

Mr. Lee Gandy, a chaperon for the Junior Retreat, pauses for a photo with Andi Grae Wingate, Madi-
son DesChamps, Georgia McCart, Abbie Beatson & Hayley Champion, Class of ‘21, during a hike.

Classmates gather around Amanda Eastman ‘21 as she plays the piano in the Kanuga Lake Inn during the class retreat.



McDuffie Teacher
of the Year Finalist

Mrs. Molly McDuffie is one of three finalists in the state
for the S.C. Independent School Association Middle School
Teacher of the Year. She teaches 7th grade literature, 7th
grade reader’s corner, and Honors English II. Mrs. Mc-
Duffie, who is in her ninth year of teaching at Wilson Hall,
serves as the English Department Chair and is an advisor
for the middle and high school Battle of the Books teams
and the Reading Fair team. After being selected by her
peers at the school, Mrs. McDuffie entered the state-level
contest by submitting an essay, resume, and recommen-
dations from peers and the administration. After reading
through the many submissions for Teacher of the Year
from across the state, a panel of educators made the se-
lection of the top three finalists for each division. 

Also chosen as Wilson Hall Teachers of the Year were Mr.
Ben McIver (high school) and Mrs. Courtney Moore (lower
school). 

Students Accepted for
Prestigious Art Show

The art work of 26 students has been accepted for Art-
Fields Jr., an art competition open to students throughout
South Carolina. The selection process was extremely com-
petitive with more than 800 submissions from across the
state. ArtFields, held in Lake City the week of April 24-May
6, is one of the south’s premier art competitions and fes-
tivals. The goal of the show is to honor the artists of the
Southeast with a week’s worth of celebration and compe-
tition in the heart of a traditional Southern small town.
Over $145,000 in prizes will be awarded based on the
input of every visitor to ArtFields and a panel of judges
made up of acclaimed artists and educators.

The following students in Mrs. Ashley Lareau’s ceramics
classes had their artwork accepted: Emily Ann Beasley ‘20,
Rachel Bostic ‘22, Lizzy Davis ‘20, Carlie Fort ‘22, Autumn
Gebler ‘20, Hunter Ivers ‘21, Elise Osteen ‘20, Madeline
Owens ‘20, EmmaLee Peyton ‘21, Kate Thigpen ‘21, and
Ryan Wernsman ‘20.

The following students in the lower school art classes of
Mrs. Cynthia Hall McGrady ‘15 had their artwork ac-
cepted: Henry Brown ‘31 - collage, Sophia Dall’Erta ‘27 -
painting, Aleca Dimitriadis ‘29 - drawing, Bailey Flemming
‘28 - painting, Joe Johnson ‘29 - drawing, Thomas Jones
‘29 - painting, Mya Klontz ‘31 - painting, Sophia Levi ‘28 -
drawing, Luke Sill ‘29 - drawing, and Chappell Vincent ‘30
- collage. 

The following students in the art and sculpture classes of
Mrs. Tara Schumacher had their artwork accepted: Haley
Champion ‘21 - sculpture, William Coulter ‘21 - drawing,
Sarah McClun ‘20 - drawing, Will McLeod ‘22 - sculpture,
and Meredith Rogers ‘23 - sculpture.

Gebler Chosen for Art Exhibition
Autumn Gebler ‘20 had her ceramic artwork chosen for the Young Women in
Art Juried Exhibition at Converse College. The purpose of the exhibition is to
provide a venue to recognize exemplary art works of young women in high
school, to help students begin to prepare for a major in art while still in grades
9-12, and to introduce them to the Converse College Department of Art and
Design and the variety of majors offered to women. All young women in South
Carolina in grades 9-12 were eligible to submit entries to the exhibition. Au-
tumn is a student in the Advanced Placement 3D Art & Design (Ceramics) class
taught by Mrs. Ashley Lareau. 

State Music Festival Recognition
Fourteen students received recognition at the S.C. Independent School Assoc.
Music Festival held at the University of South Carolina School of Music in Co-
lumbia.The following students were recognized with medals for individual per-
formance: (bass guitar) Logan Kennedy ’21; (piano) Sarah Alexander ‘21,
Chanson Bullard ’22, Madison Grace Hansen ‘26, Twila Horton ‘24, Katy Knight
‘29, Jackson Mahr ’23, Mary Catherine Matthews ’20, Kate Skinner ‘29, Banks
Smith ‘26 and Anne McCrea Williams ‘27; and (voice) Sarah Alexander ‘21,
Megan Anderson ‘24, Caroline Chelen ‘22 and Annabelle Huffman ‘23. Mrs.
Jeanne Shaw, a lower school music teacher, and Mr. Scott Warren, high school
music teacher, escorted the students. 

Students in the Honors Physics class taught by Mrs. Micki Harritt test the
bridge they designed: Jagger Hebert, Parker McInerney, Emily Reynolds,
Conner Tash, Emily Banghart & Dylan Love, Class of ‘20. Made of popsicle
sticks and plastic clips, the bridge held a maximum weight of 475 pounds. 



NYC Fine
Arts Trip

Students in the art and the-
atre classes, escorted by

their teachers, visited New
York City for a fine arts ap-

preciation trip March 6-9
and stayed in the Hilton

Midtown in Manhattan. To
learn more about artists, art

history and different styles
of art, the group visited the

Museum of Modern Art and
the Metropolitan Museum

of Art, as well as the Met
Breur for the exhibit of Ger-
hard Richter who is consid-

ered to be one of the
world’s most important liv-
ing artists. In addition, stu-

dents visited the The
Armory Show, New York

City’s premier art fair featur-
ing the world’s most impor-
tant artwork from the 20th

and 21st centuries. 

For the experience of live
theatre, students attended
one of the following Broad-

way shows in the Theatre
District: The Lion King, Mean

Girls, or Wicked. Expanding
their theatre experience,

students and chaperons par-
ticipated in a private improv-

isational class held in a
studio in Hell’s Kitchen. 

The trip provided the oppor-
tunity for students to experi-
ence the culture of New York

City as they walked through
Central Park, shopped in

SoHo, dined in Times
Square, and ice skated at

Rockefeller Plaza. Mrs. Ash-
ley Lareau, Art Department

Chair, organized the trip and
she was assisted in chaper-

oning by Mr. George Carruth
‘06, theatre teacher, and

Mrs. Tara Schumacher, an
art teacher. Mrs. Susan

Barfield, Mr. Sean Hoskins
and Mrs. Cheryl Landstrom

also went on the trip.

Top: Mary Ellis
Waynick ‘22, Nick
Miller ‘20, Bristol
Barnes ‘20, Ellie
Spencer ‘22, Eliza-
beth Kirby ‘20,
Gracen Dowling
‘20 & Autumn
Gebler participate
in an improvisa-
tional acting class
in New York City.

Center: Gracen
Dowling ‘20, Em-
maLee Peyton ‘21,
Bristol Barnes ‘20,
Mary Ellis Waynick
‘22, Madison Land-
strom ‘20 & Au-
tumn Gebler ‘20
recreate a painting
in the Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art
during the fine arts
trip to New York
City.

Bottom: Ellie
Spencer ‘22, Mary
Ellis Waynick ‘22,
Gracen Dowling
‘20 & Sarah Cain
‘20 pose for a
photo after seeing
the Broadway
show Mean Girls in
New York City. 



ALUMNI
NEWS

Elizabeth Edens
Quinn and her
husband, Alex,
announce the
birth of their son,
Edens Alexander
Quinn, on March
23. They have a
daughter, Nora. 

Students in the Advanced
Placement Calculus class,
taught by Ms. Julia Gee
Muldrow ‘85, make coffee
to study the effects of
Newton’s Law of Cooling:
Noah Tavarez, Alex Blum,
Sarah Cain, Sarah Dekens,
Naomi Yoder, Mary Cather-
ine Matthews & Livian
Mai, Class of ‘20.

2004

McSwain Armfield and Lauren Wright were married on
March 14 at Shandon United Methodist Church in Colum-
bia.The reception was held at 701 Whaley and the re-
hearsal dinner was held at Stone River in West Columbia.
Amanda Armfield ‘13 was among the bridesmaids, and the
groomsmen included William Allbritton ‘06, Chris Evans
‘06, Ryan Hulme ‘06 and Tripp Poplin ‘06. The couple lives
in Columbia. McSwain, who graduated from The Citadel
with a Bachelor of Science in civil engineering, works as a

civil engineer with AECOM, an infrastructure firm. 

Christopher Evans and his wife, Sloan, announce the birth
of their son, George Whitfield Evans, on February 29. They
have another son, Reames. Christopher is the son of the
late Sherran Floyd Evans ‘79.

Claire Barnes Hood and her husband, Jordan, announce
the birth of their son, Wells Benjamin Hood, on March 8.
They have three other sons, Hayes, Miller and Reid.

Claire Barnes Hood ‘06 and her son, Wells. McSwain Armfield ‘06 and his wife, Lauren. Chris Evans ‘06 and family.
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Courtney Minto lives in Atlanta, Georgia, where she works as an associate account manager for Smith +
Nephew, a global medical technology business. She graduated from the University of Mississippi with a Bach-
elor of Arts in journalism. 

Mason Weeks lives in Charlotte, North Carolina, where he works for Sealed Air Corp as a senior analyst for
global business operations and process improvement. He graduated from the University of South Carolina
with a Bachelor of Science in global supply chain operations management. 

2008



Lawson Held, who will earn a Doctor of Medicine from the
Medical University of South Carolina, will complete a residency

in family medicine in Rome, Georgia. He graduated from Furman University
with a Bachelor of Science in political science. 

Myers Varn Floyd
works as a

human resources
representative

for Greater Char-
lotte Oral and Fa-
cial Surgery. She
graduated from

the College of
Charleston with

a Bachelor of
Arts in arts man-
agement. Myers

and her hus-
band, Matthew,
live in Charlotte,
North Carolina. 

Chris Lynch and
his wife, Kather-

ine, announce
the birth of their
son, Christopher
Wayne Lynch Jr.,

on March 12.
Chris is the son

of Wayne Wilder
Lynch ‘81.

2009

Chris Lynch ‘09 and his son, Christopher. Mrs. Frances James, Mrs. Sande Tisdale & Mrs. Lynn Smith, fifth
grade teachers, work on their remote teaching lessons. Before
social distancing was imposed, teachers met in small groups to
prepare lessons, presentations and lectures via Google Class-
room, Google Meets, Class Dojo, and Zoom for their students. 

2012

Lucion Hall and Horace
Lee Scott ‘13 were
married on March 14 at
The Cabin at Old Spur in
Timmonsville with a
reception following.
Gaffney Hall Brown ‘10
was the Matron of Honor,
Holly Scott ‘15 was the
Maid of Honor, and the
bridal party included
Lindsay Weathersbee ‘13
and Alex Wells ‘13.
Gordon Owens ‘13,
Cooper Scott ‘25 and
Hunter Young ‘13 were
among the groomsmen.

2013

Horace Lee Scott ‘13 &
Lucion Hall Scott ‘13.Cayden Chalupa ‘34 enjoys rest time. 



2015
John Wells Baker, who graduated from
The Citadel with a Bachelor of Science in
business administration, will enter the
University of South Carolina School of Law
in the fall.

Dex Buschor lives in Warner Robins, Geor-
gia, where he works as an electronics en-
gineer at Robins Air Force Base. He
graduated from the Georgia Institute of
Technology with a Bachelor of Science in
computer engineering.

Talmadge Johnson works as a loan assis-
tant for ArborOne Farm Credit in Florence
and he is a second lieutenant in the S.C.
Army National Guard. He graduated from
The Citadel with a Bachelor of Science in
business administration.

Cameron Joyner works as a competitive
intelligence analyst for Duck Creek Tech-
nologies, a computer software company
with headquarters in Massachusetts. He
graduated from The Citadel with a Bach-
elor of Science in business administration.
Cameron and his wife, Leigh, live in Co-
lumbia. 

Savannah Grace Stewart lives in West
Palm Beach, Florida, where she works for
the U.S. Polo Association Global Licensing
as a marketing events coordinator. During
the summer season she will work as a
store manager for Nantucket Whaler, a
clothing and accessory store owned by
the USPA, in Nantucket, Massachusetts.
She graduated from the University of
South Carolina with a Bachelor of Science
in marine science. 

2014
Emily Hendrix and Mackenzie Robinson were married on March 21 at Millstone at Adams Pond
in Columbia with a reception following. Kendall Brogdon ‘15 was the maid of honor and the
bridal party included Logan Lee Alderman ‘15, Hazel Gray Hudson ‘14, Sydney Williams ‘14 and
Mary Peyton Zilch ‘14. Hunter Hendrix ‘17 was a groomsman.

Drew McDuffie and his wife, Emily, announce the birth of their son, Isaiah Graham McDuffie,
on March 5. 

Bryce Hanson ‘26 & Andrew Howle ‘26 per-
form a scene in The Hawaiian Heist on the
multipurpose room stage. Students in the 6th
grade theatre class, taught by Mr. George
Carruth ‘06, wrote the one-act play.

Left: Drew McDuffie ‘14 and his son, Isaiah. Right: Emily Hendrix Robinson ‘14 and her husband, Mackenzie.



Caroline Clark, who expects to
receive a Bachelor of Science
in finance and marketing with
a minor in criminal justice
from the University of South
Carolina in May, will enter the
University of South Carolina
School of Law in the fall. 

Lauren Goodson has accepted
a position as a technical staff
recruiter for TEKSystems, an
information technology serv-
ice management company,
and will work in the Knoxville,
Tennessee, office. She ex-
pects to graduate from Clem-
son University in May with a
Bachelor of Science in man-
agement. 

Chandler Stone was named
to the fall dean’s list at The
Citadel. 
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2017

Thomas Brown is a member of the
University of South Carolina tennis
team on which he plays in the num-
ber five singles position.

Greyson Young was selected as a
Summerall Guard at The Citadel for
the 2020-21 school year. This long
standing honor preserves one of
the traditions at South Carolina’s
Military College by passing the oral
cadence from Seniors to Second Se-
mester Juniors known as BVA’s.
Greyson follows in the footsteps of
his father, Jeff Young, a 1973 grad-
uate of Wilson Hall; Jeff was a rear
guide for The Summerall Guards. 

Tanner Epps was named to the fall dean’s list
at Francis Marion University. 

Jun Sinlapanuntakul, an engineering major,
was named to the fall dean’s list at Virginia Polytechnic

Institute and State University. 

2019

2016

Kaitlyn Smith ‘21, a member
of the equestrian team, dis-
plays the blue ribbons she

won at a recent show.

Greyson Young ‘17


